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FEDERALISM RESEARCH: BIBLIOGRAPHIES

At this year's CFS meeting, members expressed an interest
in obtaining bibliographic information on federalism research.
s a first response, I would like to draw the reader's atten-
tion to several bibliographies which I have found particularly
helpful. '

The most recent bibliography with the broadest geo-
gravhic coverage and clearest classification of topics is:
Faderalism and Intorgovernmental Relations in Australia,
Canada, the United States and Other Countries: A Bibliography
compiled by Albert A, Liboiron (institute of Intergovernmental
Relations, Dunning Hall, Queen's University, Xingsten, Ontario,
1367}. Coverage is most complete for Canada (87 pages of
unannotated referencos), fustralia and the United States.
Other countries--each having 3-4 pages of references--include:
India, Malaysia, Yigeria, Pakistan, Rhodesia and Nyasaland,
Switzerland, U.S.S.R., West Germanv, and the West Indies.
Refarence topics include: federal government {formation; con-
stitutional interpretation and amendment, administration, and
cconomic and fiscal policy), state government, federal-state
relations, municipal government, and state-~local relations.




Anocther useful source with broad geographic coverage
is Federation in the Commenwealth: & Bibliographv in
Commentory, 19063 saited by willian Laivingston (Hansard Soci-
LV, 162 Buckinqham Palace Road, London). ARlthough out-of-
print, this is a useful annotateﬁ research aid for baaic

references and should be available in most majer libraries,

In addition to these two comparative bibliographles,
there are many single country bibliographies which focus
directly on federalism or which indirectly cover this
topic through reloated claszifications {such as intergovern-
mental ral a*lﬂn ; state governmant and the Likel.
nitad States, the Chnfer hag recently published
Intergovernmental Xelations in the United States: Selected

Boeks and Docunmants on Federa 11qm ana Waticnal-=State-Local
Relations by Dzil &) @right and Thomas &. Peddicord (1374},
For Canada, thars are several sources in additicn to the
bihlicgraphy compiled by Liboiron, Selected reforences on
intergovernmental relations and provincialeuvrban policy ¢an
be found in Urban and Ragional
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THE FUTURE OF CORNMONKEALTH

ﬁrg JAIME BEMITRZ :
FESidEWF C““NESL!GmER OF PUERTH RICO

Introduction

July 25, 1972 warked the 74th anniversary of the
landing of Amevican troops in Guanica, Puerto Rico, pursuant
to the fortunes, adversities and vagaries of the Spanish
CAmerican War of 1893, It alsc marked the 20th anniversary
af the corganization of the Commonwealth of Pucrto Rico as
a juridical and oparational reality "freely and permanently
i

isociated with the United States.”

Under the Commonwealth stakus 2,700,000 United States
citlzens of Latin American origin face, in relative peace
_an&'wit} n ?he damocratic process, lasting and pr0551nq
questions of cultural readjustment, chanqg, rapld and
auntononons development, vertiginous social mobility, tech-
noingy, alienetican; froedom, double and at times seeringly
lrveconcilable lovaltiss, Under ths Commonweslth status,

indecd under the social, sconomid, cultural, political
policies which lad to Commonwaalth and whichk have kept
memonw alth going, the Puerto Ricen community has pro-

ragsea dramatically, improving all its indexes of well-bsing,
haaitnf aducation, PerUCtiVIt?n and income at a paca
comparable enly to that of Isvael, Japun, and Italy. BDut
material progress is not by its=lf a final answer,

What is Commconwealth? Poes it provide a permancent,
political structure of relationships, that with some modi-
fications may be fully satisfactory to Puerte Ricans, and
to the United States, ewbodying "a decent rogard Tor the
opirdon of mankind?®  Should it and will it last?  Are
there othey Commonwealth situstions in fact, if not in
name, @lsevherae? Tf 2o, hov do they resemble and bow do
they Adiffer from thn “shaio' ibrve Ascciado do Puerto Rico
{ro usge the ?mani%h Senomination Apnroved Dy Lie Puereo
Higen Consilostion muusmni,,m Gf 9B

Wiy 1 1t so important fo structurs o relationship
that has "a decent regard for the npinion of mankind?® in
addition to the chviovs reason it sbhould bhe indicatad that
at it 1953 gamsion, the General hssombly af'tkw Unitad

k
Mations exempited ths ﬁniaaj States from reporting on the
aduycational, gooial and eoonomico conditions of Puerto Rioo
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as reguired by Act 73 of the Charter:

‘ALl menbers haviﬁq a resnonsibility for the
a9w1“1q*vati nf territories vhose neonles
have not veit: 1tﬁa1nﬁr a full measure of self-
govarnmeant, o
This addudicstion did not end the debate concerning the lsgite
imAagy - or adequacy of. Commonvealth dun PusrtoRico oF in the
Inited Hatlions, If raises the guestion of whether such a

debate is a narransnt and necessary feature of Commenerealth.

ater=-and at-the *nzfirt ive of the Paerto

;..s

Eleven vears
Bicsn Leais 7aiurﬁ-mtho Congress, the President of the Unitad
States, the lLegislature aund tha Tovernor of Puerto Rco
particinated in setkineg up a United Stotes-Puerto Rican
Cmmmisﬁioﬁ to study ard malke roacommendations COﬁCttPlnﬁ the
salitical status of Puerts Bico, The Commission’s feport
&eplcxed the persistence of a €5 ‘vear old dzhate, found
Commonwealth a bolitical solution of egual dignity with State-

zod or Indensidence, and recornended i nlewlsb_tp to
determine Tuturs orientation stat ﬂ’“WTaé.

The nlahiscite held on July 23, 1867 fpvornﬁ continuation
and improverent of Commmnwealth. Pﬂrile the plebiscile
strengthenasd the political lesitimacy &7 Comronwealth, it A1

ot enit or diminish the status debate.

ies on Commonoealith

A e dn P -
W muines JtL

mxisting studies on Commonwealth deal ﬂxalquvely o
orivarily with its achievements and failings within the local
soeans, They have examined its merits and demerits: its
funicque” or "poceuliar® charscter irithin the pavttern of
neertean Comstitutional Law; its colonial, neo-colonial or
post~colonial nature, all, in the licht of fraditional

definittionz of soveresionty,. naticnal state, Federal unions.
The “stado Libre Asociado is diswlesed frequently as an
isolater, tommerary oeparture from established norng, perhapu
an expeditious wayumrALGn on the roaﬁ towaras Stateheod ox
Tndapendence i :

Thig wprojsch ueawld evnlore tha ~orrelations, simil arltlef
and diffeyrences of Towwonwealth with politiceal, Qtﬁﬂﬂmi
and cultural devaeloprments and trends aelsowhere whave
similar lancuage, relicgions, cultural, and ethnic devalon-
mental probhluamg prevall,



The mroject aims o study the Puorto Ricen experience
as an imperfact, pragmatic, evolving but none-the-less firm
and lastine middleway; one which will nrobably remain for
the fukure as it is for the present, essential fo the welfaro,
liberty, progress, oultural and political autonomy as well
as to the stability of Puerts Ricn., It is assumed that once
the range of wision iz nrojected bevond the United States and
Puerto Rico, Commonwealth is neither "unious” nor “veculiar.”
Ingstead, Commonwaalth becomes an oubstanding contribution
to one of the most Aifficult and tense issues facing many

other communitiass throuchout the world: the isaue of suy-
vival Aespite deep and meaningful differences within itself
and keyond iits houndaries, The qoals are o achieve the
highoest degree of freedom and of self-realization o avoid
isolation and ansorotion; . to maintzin a2 magic sguilibriom

within itzelf, a loval and fruitful cooperation within e
wider political unit and a satisfactory and free interrelation
with other covmunities. Are these goals achiazvahle? Does
Commonwoalth facilitate theiy achievement in Puerto Rico?

Does Commonwealth Ffacilitate thelir achievement elsewhere?

2 hrief outline: of the proiject itself iz athached,
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PROJECT OUTLINEG

¥, The Statnz of Jommonwealth

M.  Brief hzﬁtorlﬁzl hackarosund.

B, Presﬂnt.aconomlc, indugrrial, educational, political,
constitational realities.

C. MNature n¢ Puowtn nico's relationships and attitudes
wigea-wviz 77.5,., the Caribhean, Latin wmerica, Snain,
and the rest of the world.

[ ﬁntinp*;l forces, 2.%.
economis factors, lahor mch:lhtv oultural (e.a.
Loontacts with 0.5, educational/s :1entiui giructuras
and fanding), nistorical Cﬂlfﬂfal'"w1u“ QF Punrto Rico
to the United States.

=, C“ﬁ*riﬁu”m¢ Farces, 8.7,
lan”Udg@y.rﬂlLﬂloﬂ, position and attitudes of Pu=zrto
PRican emigrants to the wainland. Tatin American
attitudes toward the U.S., ‘and the problem of "double
identity” {(oultural) of Fuerto Nican intellicentia,

TI. . 2luralism in Cther Parts of the ¥World

In & sasond phasa, ths study would exanine pluralistic
avrerioneces in other parts of the world, including the
exiat;noo of similar CPntrJIUGnl/LPnfflﬂetdL forcesg and the
inatitntional arrangements which have emercged, This oould
he done by a cormbination of jiterature surveys, interviews

and {possiblv} written contributions from ieading personal-
itiags in the arcas conceynead.

a. I wounld sugcest that emphasis be placed on threc

success ful exparienaes: T

TR eTLang (Algo Ehne Pomansh oroup, which has
culteral but not nelitical identiwnv);

it r
- Ttaly {3evelopment of "aviopomons ragions® - South
Tyeol, Metw, %ardiania, Sicilyl.

n. Then I owonld look at some current confliect sveas and
at least survey trands, oclaims and current situation
in:

- 7 .ﬁa lﬂbehe‘}r
- ED atalan and Bagmus movemanis) s

o W hordurn (W&i}CH;Flﬂmiﬁh§,
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enorands alroady wwhﬁ{ftﬁﬁf ohy

Francg/tiosrth nfrica
wlens broushl oout by poli-
economic dapendence. .

¢. 1 would zlsc briefly sugvey the
evelophent, with the major PO
aa ?'_udhghndenca comoingd with

briefly, cuvar the position of mini-

Q. The study could also, :
dtates dn Burope {illusion of soverelignty?) Moansco, Indorra,
Licchtonsteln, Son larino. '

@. Lastly, I would lock ot some of Lhe &HJLﬁL trans~national
Conyiomerates or intogration models, and Lheir JUorANEoOs

of loeal cutonormy

- Buropaean Deonosalo Comnunity

&

~ Britinzh
shilp in tios

srtnonwealth {especially contemplating Uﬁfmémber“
BEC) ; ' '

-~ Couneil of Zurope {eculitnral links) .

a Paerto Rico/U.H, Hodol

in its concluding wart, the study would bring o hear ﬂurrwﬂ+
projected Puerto Rico/U.l. trendsz, oz well as foreiom plurclistic

.

rience, on tha specifie faﬂt BTeS of A wodek {or wedsls) of fauturs

Lo Rico r_ﬁﬁblons Eaq, ' o

&, politicnl savticipation

L. law, legislative znd Judicioal processaes

¢, education ' e

d. cultural identity :

2. Torelon zrelations (reglonal/international: gencral/
spesinl, e.g. culturaly - 3 '
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The Potentiale of Federalign: Plawibility in the 0
Blsevhers '
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at this point I wish to gquote from twoe unrelated and vraliminary
3 fivst by Masricon nolitionl

.
antisty aad the gsecond by o Spanish phi ?o roher .
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